
Go Bush  

GoBush Bendigo Bushwalking & Outdoor Club Inc.  November 2025 

 

 

 
Beeripmo Track break 

President’s report 

Graham Borrell (affectionately known as Buzza) – we’ll have to ask him about the origins of that nickname 

has headed up and led the Club, since a move was made in 2022, to wind it up, due to a lack of new members 

and activities. That pretty drastic step was perhaps a very positive thing for the club, because the remaining 

members then pursued a modern media program, creating a Facebook page and recruiting for new 

members, through this medium. The results were a boon for the club, because three years later we now 

have over 55 financial club members, over 2500 Facebook followers, an active club committee and a range 

of people who have been willing to put up their hands and lead walks, on the club calendar. I am the new 

incoming Club president for the next 12 months and all of this, is a lead in to, extending the Clubs thanks for 

the input and effort that Buzza, as club president and his wife Glenys, have carried out for the last 3 years. 

With an active membership now, there is no talk of the Club folding! 

Part of the Clubs plan for the coming 12 months, is to offer a range of activities for members, that they will 

find enjoyable and varied and even possibly challenging. Just last weekend, I took part in a great walk in the 

Pyrenees Ranges, near Mt Cole, called the Beeripmo walk. One of our more recent members, Ian organised 

this and it was encouraging to see mainly new members take part in this activity. There was a great 

camaradie amongst the group and we had a few laughs as well. So, it turned out to be a most enjoyable 

hike.  Carpe dieme – for 2025-6. 
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Bendigo Bushwalking and Outdoor Club monthly Meeting 
 

Flinders Ranges Photo Presentation 
By illustrious Club member Andrew MacLean 

 
Tuesday 25th November 7.30pm in Forest Street at the hall 

Come along for a friendly chat and a cuppa 
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Upcoming Activities 
 

End of Year Christmas Picnic  
Botanic Gardens (Scott St) 

9th December 

Everyone is welcome to our annual dinner in the White Hills Botanic Gardens starting at around 6pm. 
Bring yourselves, your stories, a chair and something to share and let’s celebrate the year in the Great 

Outdoors.  
 

No 7 Reservoir 
Entry by Granter St Kangaroo Flat 

2nd & 16th December 

The Twilight walks are back but it should be noted that we are starting the walks at a different location this 
year, not at the Crusoe carpark. Starting time 6pm but arrive 10 minutes earlier if possible. Members are 
free, but visitors are welcome but must pay $3; and visitors are only permitted to go on 3 walks before they 
must join the Club. Ring or Text Buzza 0438 437 680. 
 

Lightning Hill 
Wednesday 10th December 2025 

Summer is almost upon us is upon us although you would realise this from the sunny days we’ve been having. 
Nola is leading her Lightning Hill Walks on the second Wednesday of the month. Meet at the Napier St 
playground at 9.20am. 

One Tree Hill 
Sunday 14th December 2025 

The pleasant Sunday morning strolls with Gayle in the Spring Gully area on the first Sunday each month. 
Meet at the Spring Gully Hall at 8.50am for an 8.5km (approx) walk through the bush followed by a cuppa 
and cake at the Spring Gully store.  

Club Meeting & BBQ 
Lake Weeroona  

Tuesday 25th January 2026 @ 6.30pm 
 

Bring yourselves, your stories, a chair, nibblies and salad and something to BBQ on the facilities 
provided and let’s celebrate the new year while we have our Outdoor Club meeting and ponder the 

year ahead.   
  

Bass Coast/Powlett River 
Friday 20th to Sunday 22nd February 2025 

After a Wonthaggi Bushwalking Club invitation to visit the Bass Coast, a weekend of day walks while camping 
at Powlett River campground near Kilcunda has been organised. Text Buzza on 0438 437 680 ASAP to enable 
him to reserve and book the required campsites. The campground caters for tents, vans etc. 
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Competed Activities  
 

Blackwood Day Walk Byers Track 

Sunday 2nd November 

This Sunday was forecast to be sunny and looked good when we departed Kangaroo Flat that morning. We 
carpooled from there. First stop, Elphinstone, to collect Francesca and Jason. Once at Blackwood we 
collected another starter, Jeanette from Broadford. So, she was obviously keen. So now we had eight 
starters. 
 
CROWDED HOUSE- What’s that got to do with our hike, I hear you say. Well, a few years back I was exploring 
the Blackwood Cemetery, and I stumbled upon a pretty basic gravesite with the name Paul Hester inscribed. 
It didn’t say much else but down on the front corner of the grave, there were some mini drumsticks. So that 
clinched it for me. Today, a few years later on, there’s a proper headstone and though it doesn’t mention 
any bands. Yes, it is the P. Hester, former drummer of Crowded House.   
 
So, our first stop was the Blackwood cemetery, parts of which were still festooned with Halloween 
decorations!  From there we drove down to Golden Springs location and started our hike from there, heading 
off along the Byers water-race track, above the Lerderderg river. The beauty of this track is that its nearly 
perfectly level, winding its way along the contour above the river.  
 
The downside is, it’s about 12 km one way. As leader, my plan was to speed it up on the way out and then 
as the day warmed, we would return at a fairly leisurely pace.  
 
The Lerderderg State Park is a pretty large area of bushland, the centre of which lies only 45km as the crow 
flies from Melbourne Airport.  It has a great reputation for ‘swallowing up’ hikers. Try Googling ‘Lost Hikers 
Lerderderg Gorge’ and your screen should light up like a Christmas tree, with reports of hikers being lost 
from 2000 onwards!   
 
Luckily, were not included in that listing – Yet! Our Lunch time stop was O’Briens Crossing, which is where 
vehicles have access and can cross the river here. After lunch a few of us continued down along the river 
heading south for a few hundred metres, just so people could get an idea of what the river is actually like.  
 
On our return journey Noel suggested we try the river track heading north. We followed this for a while, 
before it started climbing back uphill to join the main Byers Track again. Unfortunately, my scheduled plan 
unravelled at this point, as we were calculating when the Blackwood Cafes would close and realised, we 
would have to Moneghetti  back, to get a coffee and snacks. So, we ended up possibly walking faster than 
we did in the morning  and it was warmer by now! When we got back to Blackwood at 4.20 all of the Cafes 
were closed anyway. Luckily the pub was open and by then we were all after cool drinks , rather than coffees.  
 
The back deck of the Pub offered the perfect spot for us to relax after our marathon 24Km walk! 
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Most of had run out of water ( due to the warmish weather) by the time we got back to Blackwood, so drinks at the 
Blackwood Pub were high on the agenda. 

 

 
 
 

 



Go Bush  

GoBush Bendigo Bushwalking & Outdoor Club Inc.  November 2025 

Beeripmo Overnight Walk 
Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th November 

 

 
 
Just back from the Club's Beeripmo Walk. Seven of us met up at Richard's Campground about 11:45am and 

after an early lunch and repacking of packs we headed off in an anticlockwise direction. It was warm and 

humid, and the initial grade was steeply up before settling into a steady upward grade. Gayle was feeling the 

heat and wasn't feeling 100% so decided that she wouldn't continue and returned to the cars. (Later that 

afternoon she was picked up by a family member and spent time that evening in the Bendigo Hospital being 

assessed). 

 

The other six continued onward and upward and reached the Beeripmo hiker camp about 3:30pm. There 

were already several other hikers, but we soon found a little bit of space for our tents, though we weren't 

all in the one area. After having a cuppa and a snack three of the group headed back up the track to Mt 

Buangar. There is a lookout there, which used to be the site for hang glider launching, and provide great 

panoramic views to the south and west. After a bit of rock hopping we managed to find the very old stone 

cairn on the top of Mt Buangar. The small group returned to camp about 7pm and then cooked dinner. 

 

We spent time chatting and telling stories, while low cloud rolled in and the temperature dropped quickly. 

Some members headed off to bed early and others moved over to a campfire which had been lit by another 

group of hikers. I went to bed after 9:30 but a couple of our group chatted around the fire until after 11:00. 

 

Most of the group were up and eating breakfast by 7am and by 8:30am we were packed up and started the 

walk back to the cars. This is the most scenic part of the walk with views to the west and changing vegetation 

and geology. It started to rain lightly, and we got a little bit wet from brushing up against the closed in 
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vegetation. We stopped for snacks a couple of times before passing two waterfalls and returning to Richard's 

campground.  

 

There everyone got on to the mobile phones. Total distance including the Mt Buangar side trip was 25.5km. 

We stopped off at Avoca for pies and coffee before heading home. A successful and lovely two days of 

walking and bush bathing. Trip Report by Ian. 

 

Beeripmo Trip Report No 2 (by Hans) 

Hikers. Leader Ian, Stephie (Her first pack carry overnighter), Franschesca, Jeanette, Jason, Hans and Gayle 

(who had travelled to Beeripmo but had to pull out at the start) 

HIKE SNIPPETS. 

• STEPHIE GIVES IT A CRACK . 
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Stephie’s only recently migrated from Belfast and is pretty fit, having run lots of marathons in her time, 

overseas.  She was inspired to try an overnight pack carry hike. This being her first. Despite back injuries, 

she acquitted herself admirably and was possibly inspired by the native forests thru which we hiked and 

the riveting company of her fellow hikers? (and Hans’ Port!) 

 

• BUANGOR SIDETRIP. 

After hiking in reasonably warm conditions on the Saturday, some hikers preferred just to chill out at our 

camp. Ian, Stephie and Hans, however walked out an extra 2 hrs return, to Mt Buangor. The views south 

over the western district, with all of their wind farms and the sun lighting up the landscape, was truly 

inspiring. Also checking out the almost hidden, large rock cairn on the summit, was an extra bonus. 

• STEPHIES  MINI ME TENT. 

Stephies not that tall and being keen, had raced out and bought a whole lot of new camping equipment for 

this event.  I couldn’t help commenting on her smallish ‘doggy tent “ . I reckon a labrador would struggle to 

get comfortable in it!   

• BEERIPMO CAMPFIRES. 

By the time our small group arrived at the Beeripmo Campsite, mid-afternoon, there were already a few 

hikers set up here. During the course of the next few hours, more kept arriving. So, by 7pm, when the 

three of us returned from the Buangor Lookout detour, there were now close to 30 hikers camped here. 

They were all scattered throughout the bush here, so it never felt really crowded. There were three 

separate Campfires going, so when our group started to talk about hitting the sack, Steph and Hans, joined 

another group, to get some warmth from their fire. 
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• VOTED OFF THE ISLAND 

Eventually the people around the fire, where we had made ourselves at home, all drifted off and there was 

only the two of us left.  At about 10.30 Jason was texting me (to no avail) and then even unzipped his tent 

to shine his torch on us. He was trying to inform us that we were keeping him and others awake!  Shortly 

thereafter we did pull the pin. The fire by then was going great guns. Ah. The young generation (and 80% 

of the campers were that) Can I help it if they all want to retire super early? Maybe it’s only us old 

insomniacs that are the real problem . Anyway, I was lucky next morning that they didn’t have a vote. As I 

reckon, I might have got Voted off the Island!! 

• GORILLAS IN THE MIST 

It was all pretty clear and from Buangor lookout that afternoon and the sun was streaking out on the 

western plains.  The campsite looked pretty cozy. However, on dusk at around 8pm, a cloud bank rolled in 

and smothered the campsite giving it that misty feeling. It really was very, Gorillas in the Mist. 

• CROCODILE PIE 

We noticed on our trip down to Berripmo, that the Avoca Bakery did offer an eclectic variety of pies, which 

we had to try. So, on our return trip we all dropped in and sampled some of the exotic varieties. These 

included Crocodile Pie, Camel Pie, Emu Pie, Kangaroo Pie, Rabbit Pie and more – See Sign 

 

Spring Gully Sunday morning walk 
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Bruny Island 

22nd to 29th March 2026 
 

Next year’s great island adventure is in the planning stages but after the announcement in last month’s newsletter, 
sixteen members have placed their names on the list for our adventure at Adventure Bay. Accommodation is booked at 
Captain Cook’s and we’re staying in 4 person cabins. An adventurous boat ride has been booked to get a sea eagle’s 
view of the great southern cliffs. And there are some great ocean headland walks to be explored. If you want to go, ring 
or text Buzza 0438 437 680. This is a member only trip.  
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Membership 
 

Fees are $60 for a family and $40 for single members. Payable each financial year. 
A Membership Form can be found on the website at www.gobush.org.au. 

Remember you must sign the Acknowledgment of Risk at the bottom of the membership application 
otherwise you are not covered by the Club insurance. 

You are welcome to try a trip or two at the nominal cost of $2 per trip. 

 
Membership Benefits 

 

Insurance coverage on member’s trips.  
Your Bushwalking Victoria membership card enables you to obtain discounts at a number of retailers. Note 

that Bushwalking Victoria membership cards need to be presented prior to processing of sale. 
http://bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/bwv-membership-card-benefits/bwv-membership-card-benefits 

Note: RRP = Regular Retail Price-does not include sale or consignment items or hire gear. 
 

Reminder to Walk Leaders  

Under our insurance policy organised through Bushwalking Australia, it is required that we obtain the name 

& address of any temporary members who come on walks and that they sign an Acknowledgement of Risk 

Form before participating in an activity. These details should be collected by the walk leader via the 

appropriate form, together with the fee, and passed on to the treasurer.  

Any serious incident occurring on a walk must be reported to the leader and the committee to enable the 

correct procedure to be followed.  

All Activity Leaders are reminded that they need to have forms on hand for activities – Activity Registration 

Form, Incident Forms, Emergency Forms. Completed forms are to be sent to the secretary either with a scan 

to the Club’s address or a photo/scan to 0466 004 610.  

Notice to Members and Visitors: Members and Visitors (temporary members) should always have their 

personal emergency information on their person for all activities – Participant’s Emergency Contact and 

Medical Form.   

Members and Visitors should note they are responsible to inform any person taking photos, or the Activity 

Leader, if they do not wish to be included in photos that can be used for club purposes. 

Buzza is doing the newsletter and so any email content must be sent to gamesspiel1@gmail.com by the 3rd 

Tuesday, 7 days prior the Club Meeting to meet the newsletter deadline       

 

mailto:gamesspiel1@gmail.com
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BENDIGO BUSHWALKING AND OUTDOOR CLUB INCORPORATED MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

New and renewing members alike MUST sign the Acknowledgment of Risk. Membership fees are due from the first 

of July. Adults $40, Family $60. Payment as follows: • Post a cheque together with this form to The Treasurer, 

Bendigo Bushwalking and Outdoor Club, PO Box 989, Bendigo 3552 • Bring cheque or cash to the monthly meeting: 

4th Tuesday of the month, 730 pm, Presbyterian Church Hall, Forest Street • or pay by Direct Debit BSB – 633000 

Account No – 134109016 Reference – your name. Please notify the Treasurer and provide a signed Acknowledgment 

of Risk at the earliest opportunity. Please complete all the following sections  

1. PERSONAL DETAILS Adults 1. ___________________________ 2.____________________________________ 

Children 1. ___________________________ 2. _____________________________________  

2. Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ Postcode _______  

3. ☎ Mobile ___________________________ ☎ Home _______________________________  

4. Email ________________________________________________________________________  

5. Next of Kin/Nominated person to contact in an emergency Name 

_________________________________________________________ ☎ __________  

6. Address ________________________________________________________________________  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RISK AND OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS  

This acknowledgment of risk applies to all club activities I may undertake as a member of the Bendigo Bushwalking 

and Outdoor Club Inc. In voluntarily participating in activities of the club which are described to me by the activity 

leaders, I am aware that my participation in the activities may expose me to hazards and risks that could lead to injury, 

illness or death, or to loss of or damage to my property, I also acknowledge that I may encounter weather conditions 

that could lead to hypothermia and being in locations where evacuation for medical treatment may take hours or days. 

In particular when participating in abseiling or above the snowline activities I am aware that these activities could 

expose me to additional hazards and risks described to me by the activity leader. To minimise risks I will endeavour to 

ensure that:  

Each activity is within my capabilities. I am carrying food, water and equipment appropriate for the activity. In addition: 

I will advise the activity leader if I am taking any medication or have any physical or other limitation that might affect 

my participation in the activity. I will make every effort to remain with the rest of the party during the activity. I will 

advise the leader of any concerns I am having. I will comply with all reasonable instructions of club officers and the 

activity leader. I have read and understand the above requirements. I have considered the risks before choosing to 

sign this acknowledgement of risk. I still wish to join the activities of the club. I acknowledge that I will take 

Responsibility for my own actions and that signing this form, or the payment of my subscription will be deemed as full 

acceptance and understanding of the above conditions. 

Name _________________________________ Signed _______________________ Date __________  
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Crusoe Reservoir Twilight Walkers 
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Bushwalking Calendar Gradings 

Easy                      Gently undulating terrain, mostly on formed tracks. 
 
Easy / Medium       Undulating terrain with some short climbs 
 
Medium  Both on & off formed tracks with some sustained climbs. 
 
Medium / Hard  Medium walks but may also include rougher terrain, heavy scrub, rock scrambling, 
                              longer climbs & descents, or exposure to bad weather. 
 

 

Bendigo Bushwalking Club Committee 2024-2025 

 

President  Hans 0455 262 516   Trip Coordinator  Buzza 

Vice President  Ian     Webmasters  Ian 

Secretary  Chris      Newsletter  Buzza 

Treasurer  Greg 

Committee Members     Peter 

 

Lightning Hill Walk on 12th November 
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 Bendigo Bushwalking Activities Calendar 

Date Description Rating Comments Contact 

November     

Sunday 2nd Blackwood Med/Hard Byers Track Day Walk Hans 0455 262 516 

Wednesday 5th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

Sunday 9th Spring Gully Easy/Med 9am-11am 7km Gayle 0419 332 659 

Wednesday 12th Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Nola 0419 334 673 

Saturday 15th Beeripmo Track Medium Overnight Walk Ian 0457940564 

Wednesday 19th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

Sunday 23rd     

Tuesday 25th Club Meeting 

Photo Presentation 

7.30pm Presbyterian Church Hall 35-41 Forest St 

Bendigo 

Sunday 30th     

December     

Wednesday 3rd No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

Sunday 7th Spring Gully Walk Next Sunday on the 14th Not Today 

Wednesday 10th Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Nola 0419 334 673 

Tuesday 9th White Hills Botanic 

Gardens 

Easy Christmas BYO Dinner & 

chair 6pm 

Enter via Scott St 

Sunday 14th Spring Gully Easy/Med 9am-11am 7km Gayle 0419 332 659 

Wednesday 17th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

January     

Wednesday 7th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

Wednesday 14th Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Nola 0419 334 673 

Wednesday 21st No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

Tuesday 25th Club Meeting 6.00pm Lake Weeroona BBQ BYO All Welcome 
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Bendigo Bushwalking Activities Calendar 

Date Description Rating Comments Contact 

February     

Sunday 1st Spring Gully Easy/Med 9am-11am 7km Gayle 0419 332 659 

Wednesday 4th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

Wednesday 

11th 

Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Nola 0419 334 673 

Wednesday 

18th 

No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

     

Friday 20th to 

Sunday 22nd  

Bass Coast       

Base Camp 

Easy/Med Camping at Powlett River 

Ring or text ASAP  

Buzza 0438 437 680 

     

Tuesday 28th Club Meeting 7.30pm Presbyterian Church Hall 35-41 Forest St 

Bendigo 

Wednesday 

29th 
No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

March     

Wednesday 4th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

     

Wednesday 

11th 

Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Nola 0419 334 673 

Wednesday 

18th 

No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

     

     

Sunday 22nd to 

Sunday 29th 

Bruny Island Easy/Med Members Only Event Buzza 0438 437 680 

April     

 


