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Wonthaggi and Bendigo Bushwalking Clubs on the Goldfields Track, Castlemaine 

President’s report 

An excellent program of walks awaits Club members over the next few months, with overnight walks in 

the Pyrenees, a day walk at Blackwood, half day walks at Spring Gully, Lightning Hill and Crusoe Reservoir 

area. A reminder that the Christmas Picnic at the Botanical Gardens is on the 9 December starting at 6pm. 

When going on a walk, remember to text or ring the leader if you’re thinking of attending and it’s 

especially important on day walks away from Bendigo to come prepared – a water bottle, something to eat 

and a raincoat are essential items to carry in your pack. See you on the track sometime.   Hans 

Bendigo Bushwalking and Outdoor Club Inc. October 2025 
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Bendigo Bushwalking and Outdoor Club monthly Meeting 
Tuesday 28th October 7.30pm in Forest Street at the hall 

Come along for a friendly chat and a cuppa 

 

 
Competed Activities  

Dunolly Day Walk 

Sunday 28 September 

 
 

 

We travelled to the old Waanyarra Township and other sites of interest. Waanyarra, meaning running water 

in the local Aboriginal language. We had 11 people on the Dunolly Walk. Here is a group photo at the site of 

the Welcome Stranger. We saw lots of diggings, birds, and a good selection of eucalyptus and wattles. Also 

visited the Waanyarra historic cemetery It was settled by Europeans for farming opportunities and significant 

gold finds. The walk started at the recreation reserve and consisted of a 6.8 kilometres loop walk.   
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One Tree Hill 
Sunday 5 October 2025 

Gayle is leading these walks in the Spring Gully area on the first Sunday each month. Meet at the Spring 
Gully Hall at 8.50am for an 8.5km (approx) walk through the bush followed by a cuppa and cake at the 

Spring Gully store. 

 

 

Eaglehawk Walk  
Wednesday 8 October 2025 

 
Nola is leading her Lightning Hill Walks on the second Wednesday of the month. 

Meet at the Napier St playground at 9.20am. 
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Goldfields Track Castlemaine 
Thursday 9 October 2025 

Combined walk with Wonthaggi Bushwalking Club 
 

After Brenda from Wonthaggi contacted the Club a few months ago, a walk was organized to present a walk 
in the Castlemaine bush and on the day, nineteen walkers from both clubs, mostly from Wonthaggi set off 
and walked about 8km along the track to The Point from whence we returned. Upon completion, Brenda 
generously presented the Club with a book featuring photos from the Bass Coast and invited the Bendigo to 
program a weekend for walks along the Bass coastline. Thanks to Brenda and Wonthaggi Bushwalking Club 
members.  

 
Shack Bay 

Fedwalks 2025 
Gariwerd National Park 

11-12 October 2025 
 

 

Bushwalking Victoria’s premier annual bushwalking event was conducted very successfully on the weekend 

of the 11th and 12th of Victoria at the Grampians (Gariwerd) National Park. 
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NADGEE WILDERNESS COASTAL WALK - Spring 2025 
Ian Barry and Morri Behrmann 

 
The NSW South Coast is a favourite part of Australia for many bushwalkers, with forests, estuaries, fishing, wildlife, 
and sea-life. This time, Morri and I and a handful of new acquaintances explored the Nadgee Wilderness Coastal area, 
and it was pure, untamed magic. We saw whales with their calves, dolphins, and seals surfing waves. There was an 
abundance of fish. Sea Eagles scooped fish right out of the water and took them to their nest right opposite our camp 
on the banks of the Merrica River. Hundreds of local birds of every description: wrens and oyster catchers and even 
the rare ground parrot. 
 

 
 
On land, we spotted wallabies, snakes, and wombats. We visited sea caves and cliffs, waded water crossings, walked 
along beaches and scaled 100m-high sand dunes on the Victorian side of the border. The spring flowers were 
abundant, with several varieties of orchids, irises, and hundreds more spread out over the crags and moors like 
magical, colourful carpets. Chris, our leader, stopped to photograph each one, it seemed, delighting in calling out its 
scientific name, variety by variety. 
 
Our hike, a total of 86km, was spread out over eight days, with two rest days where we explored the local area with 
day packs. Chris led us off the beaten path to places he has discovered over the last forty years of combing through 
this area; showing us shortcuts, hidden caves, clifftop camping spots, and where to access them if you don't want to 
drown or be beaten to jetsam on the rocks. The starting point of the hike was at the Nadgee carpark, a seven-hour 
drive from Melbourne. In Lakes Entrance, we picked up Chris and Mishah, and then Charlene and her three youngest 
children, Elliot and nine-year-old twins Everly and Iris, at the carpark. 
 
The plan was to pick up water halfway up the track and carry it up the hill to our campsite, down on the estuary on 
the other side. When we saw how steep the hill was, we decided to take water for two days for eight people to avoid 
having to repeat this hill climb. That's twenty-four litres, or more to the point, twenty-four kilograms of extra weight. 
The young girls carried their own water. It was slow going, but we got to the top of the hill with not a single “Are we 
there yet?”, much less a complaint. 
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Nonetheless, when we reached the campsite at the confluence of the Merrica River and the South Pacific Ocean, 
everyone was relieved to take off their packs and crash. But no, Chris had a better campsite, just across the beach, a 
sliver of which allowed us access because it was low tide. And what a beautiful campsite it was. The river was brim full 
of fish patrolling up and downstream, visible in the pristine and clear water. On the surface, two pelicans glided above 
the fish, dipping their long, slender bills into the water. We set up camp for two nights and relaxed, fished, and explored 
the area, seeing our first sea cave and lots of seals and salmon. 
 
Day three saw us trekking up the hill from Merrica River to Newton's Beach. Another big hill to climb up and over 
Tumbledown Mountain. This uphill battle really tested the twins, but it was poor Elliot who succumbed to the open, 
raw blisters on his toes from the brand-new open sandals he had worn for two days at Merrica River. Iris had somehow 
gotten a second wind and led the way down to the beach through tall bamboo-like grasses under which she 
disappeared. Like a nymph, she skipped over the rocks at the bottom of the track, dropped her pack, and fell to her 
knees, her hands in the air, yelling, “This is heaven, this is heaven!" 
 

 
 

At Chris's direction, Iris bounded onto the rocks and headed towards the second set of sea caves. Never too old, it was 
here we learned that sea fairies exist and here, in the caves of the Nadgee Forest; that they eat sea lettuce, take care 
of all the animals of the forest and seas and the birds in the sky and keep all of them safe. We camped on Newton's 
Beach and sat around a beach campfire. As soon as the sun set, a cool southerly wind blew in and scattered drops of 
rain started falling. By morning the sun was shining, and the wind had died down, just enough to dry the tent's outer 
fly as we had coffee, breakfast and packed up for our trek south towards Little River, our next campsite.  We sadly said 
goodbye to Charlene, Elliot and the twins. The twins were disappointed to miss out on the next stages, but Elliot's 
blistered feet needed to be treated. 
 
Day five saw our small group travelling across Nadgee Beach, via Nadgee Lake to Howe Bay and the Victorian border. 
To get there we climbed up and across Nadgee Moor, which presented us with a magical display, a symphony of colour: 
wild flowers in full bloom. The moor was carpeted in whites and yellows and purples and blues and reds. Chris stopped 
at virtually every new species to photograph it and educate us about its place in the wild, including its scientific name 
and variation within the group. 
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Just beyond the Victorian border, in the direction of Mallacoota, are hundred-metre-high sand dunes. But before we 
crossed the border, we had to navigate the Bunyip Forest to get water at the Bunyip Waterhole, just beyond which 
was our second two-night campground. It took us half an hour to break through the one-hundred metres of dense 
scrub and fallen trees. Once through, and having collected the tannin-dense water (whisky caramel) from the swampy 
mud, the beach camp was sheltered and comfortable. From there, it was an easy walk the next day to Cape Howe and 
Lake Wau Wauka, where we had lunch and a rest before returning to camp. 
 

 
 
After overnight rain, day 7 saw us return via the same route, except instead of camping by Little River, we waded at 
low tide onto the rocks and ascended the cliff to find a highly secret patch of soft, level grass to camp on. This area is 
cut off from the land behind by dense tea-tree bushes, and from the steep cliffs and sea below. Again, local 
knowledge and timing make all the difference. The views from the top and the rock formations were unparalleled; we 
saw many whales, some with calves, and not more than two hundred metres away. They were clearly visible, slapping 
and breaching and rolling in the calm, aqua seas. 
 
We spent our last night back at Newton's Beach before saying goodbye to Chris and Mishah and powering our way 
back up Tumbledown Mountain and back to the car, managing to leave the parking lot at 10AM on the dot, as planned. 
Our drive back to Melbourne was eight hours, including a stop at the Bruthen Inn where we enjoyed a Scotch Fillet 
steak and salad, or with roast vegetables, as a reward for successfully completing the most magical and pleasing hike 
of all. Morri and I plan to return next spring and try our hands at fishing from the beach and rock platforms. 
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Upcoming Events 
Blackwood Day Walk Byers Track 

Sunday 26 October 

This is a 17Km return walk beginning from Blackwood. Takes approx. 6 hours all up. It follows old gold miners 

foot track cut along the upper slopes of the Lerderderg river. Grade is Medium/Hard.  Hans 0455262516.  

No 7 Reservoir 
Entry by Granter St Kangaroo Flat 

Wednesday 29 October and 5 & 19 November 

The Twilight walks are back but with Daylight Saving not starting until Sunday the 5th of October, the first 
twilight walk will be on the 15th October. It should be noted that we are starting the walks at a different 
location this year, not at the Crusoe carpark. Starting time 6pm but arrive 10 minutes earlier if possible. 
Members are free, but visitors are welcome but must pay $3; and visitors are only permitted to go on 3 walks 
before they must join the Club. Ring or Text Buzza 0438 437 680. 

One Tree Hill 
Sunday 2 November 2025 

The pleasant Sunday morning strolls with Gayle in the Spring Gully area on the first Sunday each month. 
Meet at the Spring Gully Hall at 8.50am for an 8.5km (approx) walk through the bush followed by a cuppa 
and cake at the Spring Gully store.  

Lightning Hill 
Wednesday 12 November 2025 

Summer is almost upon us is upon us although you would realise this from the sunny days we’ve been having. 
Nola is leading her Lightning Hill Walks on the second Wednesday of the month. Meet at the Napier St 
playground at 9.20am. 

Beeripmo Overnight Walk 
Saturday 15th- Sunday 16th November 

 
It is proposed to travel to Richards Campground arriving around 10am, where after a short break we will 
commence the Beeripmo Walk (20.6km) in an anticlockwise direction. The overnight camp is located at 
Mugwamp, just off the Mugwamp Track, about 6km from the start but the initial walking involves a steady 
accent. We will set up camp and then walk out to Mt Buangor and back (approx. 3km optional). Drop toilet 
and a rainwater tank are provided at this camp site.Sunday morning, we pack up early and commence 
walking by 8am with a 12km, mostly downhill walk, back to Richards Campground. The last couple of 
kilometres descends steeply. After lunch we will drive back to Bendigo (1h 40m) via Avoca. Returning home 
after 3pm, The walking track is Grade 4. And the walk will suit someone who is reasonably fit and wants the 
challenge of an overnight pack-carrying walk. You must be prepared for all weather conditions and able to 
carry all your gear, food and water. Google Beeripmo Walk for more information, map and elevation details. 
Please Note: Participants must contact the walk leader at least 5 days prior to the start to assist with the 
planning of the logistics (car share, convoy, and meeting time on the Saturday). If you do not contact the 
Leader: Ian B (0457940564) then you will not be part of the club group. Travel Share cost: Zone 3 
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Bruny Island 

22nd to 29th March 2026 
 

Next year’s great island adventure is in the planning stages but after the announcement in last month’s newsletter, 
sixteen members have placed their names on the list for our adventure at Adventure Bay. Accommodation is booked at 
Captain Cook’s and we’re staying in 4 person cabins. An adventurous boat ride has been booked to get a sea eagle’s 
view of the great southern cliffs. And there are some great ocean headland walks to be explored. If you want to go, ring 
or text Buzza 0438 437 680. This is a member only trip.  
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Membership 
 

Fees are $60 for a family and $40 for single members. Payable each financial year. 
A Membership Form can be found on the website at www.gobush.org.au. 

Remember you must sign the Acknowledgment of Risk at the bottom of the membership application 
otherwise you are not covered by the Club insurance. 

You are welcome to try a trip or two at the nominal cost of $2 per trip. 

 
Membership Benefits 

 

Insurance coverage on member’s trips.  
Your Bushwalking Victoria membership card enables you to obtain discounts at a number of retailers. Note 

that Bushwalking Victoria membership cards need to be presented prior to processing of sale. 
http://bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/bwv-membership-card-benefits/bwv-membership-card-benefits 

Note: RRP = Regular Retail Price-does not include sale or consignment items or hire gear. 
 

Reminder to Walk Leaders  

Under our insurance policy organised through Bushwalking Australia, it is required that we obtain the name 

& address of any temporary members who come on walks and that they sign an Acknowledgement of Risk 

Form before participating in an activity. These details should be collected by the walk leader via the 

appropriate form, together with the fee, and passed on to the treasurer.  

Any serious incident occurring on a walk must be reported to the leader and the committee to enable the 

correct procedure to be followed.  

All Activity Leaders are reminded that they need to have forms on hand for activities – Activity Registration 

Form, Incident Forms, Emergency Forms. Completed forms are to be sent to the secretary either with a scan 

to the Club’s address or a photo/scan to 0466 004 610.  

Notice to Members and Visitors: Members and Visitors (temporary members) should always have their 

personal emergency information on their person for all activities – Participant’s Emergency Contact and 

Medical Form.   

Members and Visitors should note they are responsible to inform any person taking photos, or the Activity 

Leader, if they do not wish to be included in photos that can be used for club purposes. 

Buzza is doing the newsletter and so any email content must be sent to gamesspiel1@gmail.com by the 3rd 

Tuesday, 7 days prior the Club Meeting to meet the newsletter deadline       

 

mailto:gamesspiel1@gmail.com
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BENDIGO BUSHWALKING AND OUTDOOR CLUB INCORPORATED MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 

New and renewing members alike MUST sign the Acknowledgment of Risk. Membership fees are due from the first 

of July. Adults $40, Family $60. Payment as follows: • Post a cheque together with this form to The Treasurer, 

Bendigo Bushwalking and Outdoor Club, PO Box 989, Bendigo 3552 • Bring cheque or cash to the monthly meeting: 

4th Tuesday of the month, 730 pm, Presbyterian Church Hall, Forest Street • or pay by Direct Debit BSB – 633000 

Account No – 134109016 Reference – your name. Please notify the Treasurer and provide a signed Acknowledgment 

of Risk at the earliest opportunity. Please complete all the following sections  

1. PERSONAL DETAILS Adults 1. ___________________________ 2.____________________________________ 

Children 1. ___________________________ 2. _____________________________________  

2. Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ Postcode _______  

3. ☎ Mobile ___________________________ ☎ Home _______________________________  

4. Email ________________________________________________________________________  

5. Next of Kin/Nominated person to contact in an emergency Name 

_________________________________________________________ ☎ __________  

6. Address ________________________________________________________________________  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RISK AND OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS  

This acknowledgment of risk applies to all club activities I may undertake as a member of the Bendigo Bushwalking 

and Outdoor Club Inc. In voluntarily participating in activities of the club which are described to me by the activity 

leaders, I am aware that my participation in the activities may expose me to hazards and risks that could lead to injury, 

illness or death, or to loss of or damage to my property, I also acknowledge that I may encounter weather conditions 

that could lead to hypothermia and being in locations where evacuation for medical treatment may take hours or days. 

In particular when participating in abseiling or above the snowline activities I am aware that these activities could 

expose me to additional hazards and risks described to me by the activity leader. To minimise risks I will endeavour to 

ensure that:  

Each activity is within my capabilities. I am carrying food, water and equipment appropriate for the activity. In addition: 

I will advise the activity leader if I am taking any medication or have any physical or other limitation that might affect 

my participation in the activity. I will make every effort to remain with the rest of the party during the activity. I will 

advise the leader of any concerns I am having. I will comply with all reasonable instructions of club officers and the 

activity leader. I have read and understand the above requirements. I have considered the risks before choosing to 

sign this acknowledgement of risk. I still wish to join the activities of the club. I acknowledge that I will take 

Responsibility for my own actions and that signing this form, or the payment of my subscription will be deemed as full 

acceptance and understanding of the above conditions. 

Name _________________________________ Signed _______________________ Date __________  
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Bushwalking Club Film Night  Book your tickets directly with the Cinema. Members Only. See you there!!!! 
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Bushwalking Calendar Gradings 

Easy                      Gently undulating terrain, mostly on formed tracks. 
 
Easy / Medium       Undulating terrain with some short climbs 
 
Medium  Both on & off formed tracks with some sustained climbs. 
 
Medium / Hard  Medium walks but may also include rougher terrain, heavy scrub, rock scrambling, 
                              longer climbs & descents, or exposure to bad weather. 
 

 

Bendigo Bushwalking Club Committee 2024-2025 

 

President  Hans 0455 262 516   Trip Coordinator  Buzza 

Vice President  Ian     Webmasters  Ian 

Secretary  Chris      Newsletter  Buzza 

Treasurer  Greg 

Committee Members     Peter 

 

 

Garden adjoining the bush on Nola’s Eaglehawk Walk 
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 Bendigo Bushwalking Activities Calendar 

Date Description Rating Comments Contact 

July     

Sunday 6th Spring Gully Easy/Med 9am-11am 7km Gayle 0419 332 659 

Wednesday 9th Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Nola 0419 334 673 

Thursday 24th to 

Sunday 27th 

Mt Buffalo Easy/Med Beginners Snow Camp Andrew 0418 135934 

Sunday 27th Crusoe Res  Tree Planting  

August     

Sunday 3rd Spring Gully Easy/Med 9am-11am 8-9 km Gayle 0419 332 659 

Sunday 10th     

Wednesday 13th Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Buzza 0438437680 

Sunday 17th Mt Piper Easy/Med 8 Km Day Walk Jeanette 0477 097 029 

Sunday 24th     

Tuesday 26th Club Meeting 7.30pm Film Night 35-41 Forest St Bendigo 

Sunday 31st Mount Lofty Easy/Med 11 km Day Walk Buzza 0438 437 680 

September     

Sunday 7th Spring Gully Easy/Med 9am-11am 7km Gayle 0419 332 659 

Wednesday 10th Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Nola 0419 334 673 

Sunday 14th     

Sunday 21st     

Tuesday 26th Club Meeting 7.30pm AGM 35-41 Forest St Bendigo 

Sunday 28th Dunolly Easy/Med 8 km Day Walk Peter & Janet 

0428512970 
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Bendigo Bushwalking Activities Calendar 

Date Description Rating Comments Contact 

October     

Wednesday 1st  No 

daylight 

Not Tonight 14 days’ 

time 

 

Sunday 5th Spring Gully Easy/Med 9am-11am 7km Gayle 0419 332 659 

Wednesday 8th Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Nola 0419 334 673 

Thursday 8th Castlemaine Easy/Med Day Walk 11-12 km with 

Wonthaggi Walking Club 

Brenda 0432 194 343 

Buzza 0438 437 680 

Saturday 11th & 

Sunday 12th 

Grampians  Bushwalking Victoria Book online 

Wednesday 15th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

Sunday 19th     

Sunday 26th Blackwood Med/Hard Byers Track Day Walk Hans 0455 262 516 

Tuesday 28th Club Meeting 7.30pm Presbyterian Church 

Hall 

35-41 Forest St Bendigo 

Wednesday 29th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

November     

Sunday 2nd Spring Gully Easy/Med 9am-11am 7km Gayle 0419 332 659 

Wednesday 5th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

Thursday 6th Film Night 7pm The Travellers Star Cinema 

Sunday 9th     

Wednesday 12th Eaglehawk Easy/Med 9.30am - 11.30am 7km Nola 0419 334 673 

Saturday 15th to 

Sunday 16th 

Beeripmo 

Track 

Medium Overnight Walk Ian 0457940564 

Wednesday 19th No 7 Reservoir Easy/Med Twilight Walk 7km Buzza 0438 437 680 

 


